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the legal rules



The Leqgal Rules 4 is the latest in an annual compilation of the Rules
and changes in the rules of the World Science fFiction Society, produced
as a service the fandom to Let People Know What's Goinq On, by Jerry
William Lapidus, 54 Clearview Drive, Pittsford, New York 14534. Caopies
will go to most pecple who receive my genzine, Tomorrow NNdesey 23 well
as members of APA-45, Slanapa, and the Cult (for whien this is f/r 274.
899), as well as anyone else I think should get it. Pestal rates and
everything else has gone up, so additionzl copies are available for
either a guarter or 3 8¢ stamps. A JevelL publication. Australia in 751

Notes on this fourth edition..,.

At Norescon, a number of fairly important
chanaes in the rules were made, and thanks to Chaimnan Tony Lewis, Parli-
amentarian £11liot Shorter, and that master of Business ileetings, Georasg
Scithers, I was able to obtain the official wording on all the business
conductedes Thank you, all.

Ns in previous editions, I'll beqgin with a
listing of all business conducted at the Norescon Business fleeting in
Boston, and will then list the current rules, as amended or changed. In
cases where material requires additional explanation or discussion, I
will comment / thusly_ /.

I apologize in advance for any errors present;
I ask anybody aware of such to let me know, in order to make future edi-
tionas as accuate as possible.

Art--Canfield, cover; Steffan, 3&5

The Minutes

1. A motion instituting a mail ballot for consite selection in addition
to in-person voting, tabled at Heicon, was passed. £11liot Shorter,
Parliamentarian, reworded the motion for the rules as follows:

Voting for the sites of World Science Fiction
Conventions shall be limited to members of the
current convention who have also paid at least
$2 towards the dues of the convention to be
voted upon. Eligible members may vote either
by attending the site selection business meet-
ing, or by mail. The Committee in charge of
the convention at which the site is to be chos-
en shall be responsible for the mechanics of
the mail balloting and they shall be guided in
their responsibility by the mechnisms of the
various professional societies which reqularly
hold balloting by mail.

This rewording replaces section 3.06 in the rules.

2. A motion redefining the North American rotation zones by latitude
and longitude was defeated (wording in the Noreascon Program Bcok=--

it's so ccmplicated I'm not going to bother with it here), after
being tabled at Heicon. '

3. A Committee was formed to study the. Hugo awards in depth, and to
report to the LACon Business meeting. Membershipt Bruce Pglz,
chaifman; Len foffatt, fan; the del Reys, editors; Larry Niven,
author; and Jack Gaughan, artiste.
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4, A motion officially limiting the Hugo to english-language nominees
and first translations was defeated.,

5. A motion redefining the professional and fan artist hugo categories
was passed. The new categories read:

2.06., Best Professional Artist. An illustrator whoss
work has appeared in the field of professionally
published science fiction or fantasy during the
previcus calendar year.

2.10. Best Fan Artist. An artist or cartoonist whose
work has appeared, during the previous calendar
vear, in magazines of the type definied under
Article 2.08. Anyone whose name appears on the
final ballot for a given year under the profes-
sional artist cateqory will not be eligible for
the fan artist award for that year.

6. A motion to expand and redefine the Dramatic Presentation category
was passed, the new rule to read:

2.05, Best Dramatic Presentation. Any production in any
medium of dramatized science fiction or fantasy,
which has been publicly presented for the first
time in its present dramatic form during the pre-
vious calendar year. In the case of individual
programs presented as a series, each program is
individually eligible, but the entire series as
a whole is not eligible.

7. An SFUA petition for the reinstatement of the novelette category
was presented as a motion, and was defeated.

8. A motion was passed slightly redefining rule 4.01, the new rule
wording to read:

4,01« Any change in the rules of the World Science
Fiction Society shall take effect no soconer
than the end of the convention at which
such changs 1s adopted.

9. A motion was passed requring a 3/4 majority vote to recind action
made at the immediately previous convention, the purpose being to

guard against hasty and/or repeated changes of previous action.
The new rule:

4,02, Any proposal to amend the rules of the
Society shall reauire for passage only a
ma jority of all the votes cast on the
question, except that a proposal to res-
cind any such action of the immediately
previous business session shall reauire
for passage three=-guarters of the votes
Cat .

10. A motion to clear up the wording in rule 3,03 was passed.

11. A motion to set a four-month-before=the-convention deadline for
prospective bidding groups to make a final choice on bidding was



12,

13.

14,

15,
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withdrawn for further study, since the new mail ballot rule may
require additional time.

A resolution urging the LA committee to institute some sort of
four-month or similar limit was passed, however.

A motionm reintroducing the North American Science Fiction Con=-
vention, or NASFIC, was passed. The basic argument in favor was

that under the current bidding, an overseas successful bid would
Cause considerable problems with future North American bicein mpccmﬁj
years, dealing with hotels, The rules passed included detailed

plans for choosing sites, etc., and are included in the following
Legal Rules listing.

A motion was defeated that would have required that the worldcon
and the NASFIC, when held, be at least six weeks apart.

All business conducted at the Heicon business meeting was offi-

cially ratified (except, of couse, for those items changed at
this meetinch
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The Rules of the World
Science Fiction Society

1.01 The World Science Fiction society is an unincorporated literary
society whose functions are: to choose the recipients of the annual
Science Fiction Achievement Awards, known as the Hugos; to choose the
location for the annual World Science Fiction Convention; and to attend
the annual biorld Science Fiction Convention.

1.02 The membership of the World Science Fiction Society at any time
consists of all those who have paid membership dues to the then current
convention committee.

1.03 The management and responsibility for all phases of the annual
World Science fiction Conventicn lie entirely with the convention commit-
tee, which acts in its own name, not that of the society. The convention
committee which puts on the convention is, of course, the committecwhose

bid for selection of its locaticn is accepted by the annual meeting of
the Society.

2.01 The Selection of the Scisnce Fiction Achievement Awards, nicknamed
Hugog ', will be made as follows.

2.02 B8est novel: N science Riction or fantasy story of 40,000 words or
more, appearing for the first time during the previcus calendar vear.
Appearance in a prior year makes a story ineligible, except that the au-
thor may withdrawn a vereion from consideration if ke feels that version
is not representative of what he wrote. A story may thus be eligible
cnly cnce. Publicaticn date, or cover date in the case of a dated maqa=-
zine, takes precedences over the copyright date. A serial takes its ap-
pearance to be the date of the last installment. Individual stories
appearing as a series are eligible only as individual stories, and are
not eligible taken tocether under the title of the ceries. The conven-
tion committee may move a story into a2 more appropriate category if it
feels it necessary, provided the story is within 5,000 words of the-
category limits,

2.03 Bast novella: Rules as for best novel, with lengtih under 40,000
werds and above 17,500, K

2,04  Zest short story: Rules as for best novel, with length under
17,320 words.

2,02 Cest craratic presentation: Any croduction in any medium of drama=-
tized cciznze ficticn or fantoay, which has bo2n publicly presented fer
e 7Fizat Tirs in its pressnt Crmratic form curina the cresvicus calenoar
YEDT . Lroth2 ooz oaf Incivicusl nronracms nvossented 28 = s2rizs, =23ch
FoZITon Lo Intivicunlily 2y SUT Thg EZntire gsoriles az o ownhole i
nct «1lloi-lz,
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azine devoted to science fiction,
fantasy, or related subjects,
which has published four or more
issues, at least one appearing in
the previous calendar year.

2.09 B8est fan writer. / No offi-
cial wording has ever been passed
in the category. Thus I sucoaest
the following, based on other

rules and on the decisions made

in presenting this award in the
past.: Any fan whose writing has
appeared, during the previous cal-
endar year, in magazines of the
type definied under Article 2.08, /

2.10 Best fan artist: An artist
or cartoonist whose work has ap-
peared, during the previous calen=-
dar year, in magazine of the type
defined under Article 2.08. Any-
one whoss name appears on the fi=-
nal ballot for a given year under
the professional ardst category
will not be eligible for the fan
artist award for that year.

2.11 Additional categories: Not more than two special cateaories may be
created by the convention committee with nomination and fimal voting te
be the same as for the other, permanent, categories. The convention zom-
mittee is not required to creates any such categories; they should be held
to a minimum, and those created by one convention committee are not bind-
ing on following committees. Awards under those categories will be
acience Fiction Achievement Awards, or Hugos. ;
2.12 The name and design shall not be extended to any other award
whatscever.

A
2,13 Mo award: At the discretion of the individual conventicn committee,
if 2 lack of nowinmaticns or final votes in a specific catecory shows a
mar<ed lack of intercst in the category on the part of the voters, the
award in that catecory shall be cancelled for that year. In addition,
tha sntry "mo cwars" ohall ba wantatery In each and every catesgory of ihe
HuaoczZ s This apnlizs bcin fo osrrenent cateoories and to those which *he
indlvizuzl conventicons satnzlish on a emporary basis.
oLt Tinztizon end votli-os of nominess foo ths final = ard
TETEEE I vioTiocIrmz ozyvoam ozolil by tme ccnventicn committses un-
der zulcc Czizrnoifcd Swoirs oo Fin=2! aweard voting ¢hall £o By
Tnlill, 2oL ilTs semg ool TeTIana Firsl ©-1llotz 2=m21 ina
clzs . ITemnuTa, ooTroan i Jdzrs, o T2 fFiliez In.
e T T e P i in z-~on caterccry to
SO LT ouTern Tlus, 2ol crlpaced in TIroe Lhon ohs
Calst oD oo onosln otTotio oo i mirozs siall e dzizr-
mirao T Irw ooonventizo oo 1 mglczte tne crcer of
thzir oroTonesn Foo o omo-is .
2ot Telludicmar Zoupninc o of o1l wotes shall Se the resconclizillity ot oths
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convention committes, which is responsible for all matters concerning
awards. In each category, votes shall be first tallied by the voters!
first choice. In the event no majority vote is then obtained, the nom-
inee placing last will be eliminated and the ballots listing him as
first choice redistributed on the basis of the ballots' second listed

choice. The process will be repeated until a majority vote winpaer is
obtained,

2.16 No member of the then current convention committee nor any publi-
cation closely connected with them shall be eligible for an award.

2.17 The Hugo award will continue to be standardized as to the design
of the rocket ship on the model presently in use. The design of the base
is up to each convention committee,

3,01 Conventions: The Society shall choose the sites of the annual Uiorld
o . . . . . .
Sclence Fiction Conventions two years 1in advance at a business meeting to
be held at an advertised time during each annual World Science Fiction
Convention, presided over by the chairman of the then current convention
committee, or by someone desionated by the committee. The business meet-
ing shall be conducted under Robert's Rules of (rder, Revised, and such
other rules the then current committee may publish in the program book,

3.02 To assure an equitable distribution of convention sites, the forth
American continent is divided into three geographical divisions, as follow:

Western Division--New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoaming, Montana,
Saskatchewan, and states and provinces
westward; and Baja Califcrniz.

Central Division--n1ll ‘axico except Baja California, and
all states and provinces between the
Uestern Division and the Eastern.,

Lastern Oivision--Florida, Georqia, South Caralina, North:
Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania, iew
York, iuebec, and states ang provinces
eastward; also 5t. Pierre and Yinuelon,
sermuda, the Zanhamas, and a:l islands
of the Carribean Sca not previously in-
ciuced in this reaion, and other islancs
similarly situatecd.

- o : , L e . -
2o Lonventleon siitszs shall he rptatag amcng these divisicns in the fol-
: . B e . L e T . -
iCwin2 croers icdvest, Zast, eost, Ay sita2 outside "crth Americs ay
Did for -~ zZoloson in Y yENT. inz bids of locaticns heloc 2 corvene
igm emall amt ks e il o o : : the m-oa
- e : - - - ; : .= n,ﬁtAT:w
Sy k- R - Vv, N . "I’OV:—\‘.““T
Y - = o. i [ P VS U Lo e L=
f"‘"g;‘ ) [N o~ —-C Sy e -~ o) rﬁf\u/i—“":'\ o
SLLzlits noun e R Sy TOotaticr zZnnll
“® DT LLT LI N Ll inn ovaan,
2.0 B i izn zzmoittes copming zoov o this con-
s - - . G e - T I e
Dl lIm, ‘ s Rl -
rcunczss L ol I2 ZzTiore I<ChN Prosiox._C
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Z.-7 a, it'hensver the Gcclety, mestino in fooin Arcrisz, chocees o cite
outside North America for the coming Worldcocn, it shall, at the same
megzting, select a site for a separate horth fmerican Science Ficticn
Convention (NASFic) to be held in thes saime year.

b. Bidding for the NASFic shall be open to Yorth American sites
defeated in the Worldcon veting, as well as to any other sites eligible
under the rotation system.

C. Except as otherwise provided, the rules aoverning the rotation
system, voting, and bidding on the uvorldcon apply to the choice of sits
for the NASFic. The meeting may be recessed in order to permit compliance

with Rule 3.06. [_The purchase of memberships in the convention to be vote
UDON .,

3.08 When the Worldcon is held outside North America, if one or more bide
for the coming Worldcon are entered for sites outside North America,

a. The Worldcon shall chose ameong such sites and a site in North
America to be chosen by the NASFic.

b. The NASFic for that year shall choose a site for the NASFic two
years later in accordance with the rules governing the rotation system,
voting, and bidding on the Worldcon.

Ce If the Worldcon chooses a site in North America, the coming

Worldcon shall be held at the site chosen as the site of the NASFic for
that year. :

4.01 Any change in the rules of the World Science Fiction Society shall
Fake effect no soconer than the end of the convention at which such change
1s adopted.

4.02 Any proposal to amend the rules of the Scciety shall require for
Passage only a majority of all the votes cast on the guestion, except that
a proposal to rescind any such action of the immediately previous business
session shall require for passage three~quarters of the votes cast,

4.03 All previous by-laus, constitutions, and resolutions having the
effect of by-laws and constitutions of the World Science Fiction Society
are revoked.

4,04 The Rules of the World Science Fiction Society as decided in the
business meetings shall be printed by the World Science Fiction Conven=

tion Committee, and distributed with'the Hugo nomination ballots, and



